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The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region (Central Valley
Water Board) staff has reviewed the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water
Board) September, 2007 draft Water Quality Control Plan for Enclosed Bays And Estuaries of
California, Sediment Quality Objectives (SQO Pian) and the accompanying draft Staff Report.
Central Valley Water Board staff appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the
SQO Plan and Staff Report. The Central Valley Water Board has a critical interest in the
development of this SQO Plan since protection from impacts of pollutants in benthic .
sediments in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta (Delta) will complement the Water Boards’

. efforts at addressing the pelagic organism decline (POD) in the Delta and the toxic hot spots
caused by mercury and pesticides in the Delta. Although some specific “measurement toois”
in the draft Plan would not apply to the Delta under the current proposal, these comments are

~ directed at the entire plan, since future updates are planned to contain similar tools for the
Delta.

The complexity, geographic scope, time constraints, and other requirements make
development of the SQO Plan extremely challenging. State Water Board staff and the
Science Team led by researchers at the Southern California Coastal Water Research Project
(SCCWRP) have obviously put considerable effort into, and made considerable progress

- towards, developing fools to support the implementation of Sediment Quality Objectives.
Aftached are detailed comments that highlight areas for potential improvements to the SQO
Plan and Staff Report. The comments focus on four main themes.

1. The proposed SQOs focus on protecting aquatic communities rather than protecting
organisms and sensitive species. Therefore, the proposed objectives appear to be less
protective than existing levels of protection specified in the Water Code and the Water
Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento and San Joaquin River Basin (Basin Plan)

2. The method for determining if sediments are exceeding the proposed narrative
objective requires a great deal of data and lacks flexibility. In many cases, sediment
impairments are obvious and waiting for additional data only delays our ability to start
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\
correcting problems. In some cases, flexibility is needed to respond to information and
data which would not be considered within the proposed method. Also, the method
allows for significant toxicity to sensitive species to exist without there being an
exceedance of the narrative objective. , ,
© 3. Considering the collapse of aquatic organisms in the Delta, it seems inappropriate to
adopt a policy that allows toxicity to sensitive species.

4. The technical analysis supporting the SQO plan could be improved to contain a more
- thorough analysis of alternatives, applicability and environmental effects.

We look forward to working with the State Water Board on the development and
S implementation of the SQO Plan and, ultimately, the resolution of the sediment pollution
‘=i problems that affect the waters of California. If you have any questions about these
! L. comments,pledse feel free to contact Danny McClure at (916) 464-4751 or
§  dmceliré@waterboards.ca.gov or Jerry Bruns at (916) 464-4831 or
: Bruns@waterpoards.ca.qov. |

Attachment. Central Valléy Water Board Comments on the September 2007. Draft Water
Quality Control Plan for Enclosed Bays and Estuaries of California, Sediment Quality
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